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Eixcepting the laws for the ſupport of 


Government and the maintenance of the 
Poor, there does not appear to be any of 
more univerſal concern than the laws be- 
tween Creditors and Debtors. No Man 
can buy or ſell, borrow or lend, but he 
may have occaſion to appeal to them. They 
are the laws that belong to every day's buſi- 


neſs, and equally concern every rank of the 
dtate. | 
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But univerſal as theſe laws are required 
to be, and neceſſary as it is that they 
ſhould afford every ſubje& relief that has 
occaſion to appeal to them, yet there are 
numberleſs caſes in which no legal means 
can be uſed to oblige the Debtor to part 
with the property he has got to ſatisfy the 
juſt claim of his Creditors ; neither is there, 
on the other hand, any relief for the Deb- 
tor, when he has been deprived of all that 
he had by the moſt unavoidable loſſes, or 
is willing to ſurrender what he has left to 
the uſe of his Creditors; as the laws now 
Rand, Debtors of this deſcription may be 
confined for their lives. 


The number of theſe caſes, both on 
the part of the Creditors and Debtors, is ſo 
great, the diſtreſs of many of them is ſo 
| ſevere, and the conſequences of that diſtreſs 

ſpread ſo far and involve ſo many in it, 
| that a perſon, conſidering the evidence of 

| N this 


4 
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(823 
this diſtreſs, and acquainted in any degree 
with the wiſdom and juſtice that run 


through the laws of England, cannot help 


wondering that any ſuch defect ſhould re- 
main, for a ſingle ſeſſion of Parliament, in 
laws of ſuch common ule to the ſubjects, 
as to occaſion ſo much diſtreſs among them, 
and for which no remedy is provided. As, 
for inſtance, in — | 


. The Caſe between a Creditor and Debtor 
who can pay in whole or in part, but 
will not. | 


The Creditor has truſted the Debtor with 
his property, under any of thoſe appearances 
to which credit is now commonly given: 
and for examples of the number of appear- 


. ances deſigning men may aſſume for the 


purpoſe of gaining credit, I would refer to 
the liſt of them collected with ſo much in- 
duſtry, and publiſhed by Doctor Smith laſt 


year, 
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4 
year, in his Obſervations on the Laws relative 
fo Debtors and Felons. Under theſe, or any 
other appearances, the Creditor has let his 
property go into the hands of a Debtor, 


| whoſe defign was not to part with any of 


that property to pay his Creditor. Long- 


continued cuſtom allows the Creditor to 
arreſt the perſon of the Debtor : bail is given, 


if the Debtor thinks it will anſwer his pur- 


poſe better to have his liberty a little longer, 


than go to priſon, or within the rules of 
one. Then, if he comes within the deſcrip- 
tion of the bankrupt laws, he ſets himſelf 
at liberty at the expence of his Creditors, by 
ſurrendering a ſmall part of what he has to 


a much greater claim from nominal Credi- 
tors than thoſe that are really ſuch. But, if 


he does not come within the deſcription of 
the bankrupt laws, when he can no longer 
keep poſſeſſion of the property of his Cre- 
ditors by ſetting up any legal means of de- 
fence or delay, then he retires to priſon, or 


within 


(27 


within the liberties of one, to live upon the 


effects he has got into his hands: and if he 
was without the limits of the bankrupt 
laws, he is within thoſe of the next inſol- 


vent act; and he who went in debt with a 


deſign never to pay, and went to priſon ra- 
ther than give up what he had got, is diſ- 
charged in common with the real inſolvent, 
unfortunate Debtors, for whoſe relief the 
law was defigned. The Creditors of ſuch a 
| Debtor as this are at preſent without any 
means of relief. There is no law for them 
to appeal to againſt the moſt unjuſt Debtor, 
to whom a priſon is no puniſhment. The 
whole Executive Power,—the King, the 
Judges, the Magittrates, and every lover of 
juſtice in England, ſtand as idle ſpectators : 
they hear, they ſee the honeſt, induſtrious 
ſubject, the Creditor, is ruined out of priſon 
by the loſs of that very property which his 
Debtor is living upon at his eaſe in priſon, or 
within the liberties of it ; but the King, and 
| all 
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all the ſubordinate Magiſtrates, and all who 
think it their duty to act on the ſide of the 
laws, have not now any law in England 
that gives any authority to take the pro- 
perty out of the hands of the Debtor, and 
equally divide it among his juſt Creditors, 


Was there only one ſuch caſe as this in 
an age, it would be a reproach to the mu- 
nicipal laws of any country to leave for a 
year an opening for ſuch injuſtice to be 
committed before the face of the Legiſlative 
Power, without giving the executive Magi- 


ſtrate authority, upon the diſtin evidence 


of the caſe, to make ſuch an award as no 
man with common ſenſe could help giving 


upon ſuch an occaſion, It is with great 
ſubmiſſion that the Inſolvent Acts are ap- a 


pealed to for the truth of this remark, — That, 
from an exceſs of caution in guarding againſt 
any injuſtice being done thro' want of atten- 
tion in the executive Magiſtrates, theſe 

laws 


E 


laws ſeem to leave too ſinall a latitude for 
their diſcretion in judging of each caſe ac- 
cording to its diſtin& evidence. The laws 
that allow of the perſon of the Debtor be- 
ing arreſted in the firſt inſtance, alſo allow 
the Debtor that would pay, but cannot, to 
be ſhut up in priſon with the other that can 
pay, but will not; and the Inſolvent Acts 
empty the priſons with nearly the ſame 
want of diſtinction as they are filled. If 
the Debtors have only been in confinement 
before ſuch a day, and do not owe more 
than ſuch a ſum, comply with the other 
requiſites, and will ſwear alike, they are 

alike diſcharged; and this ſeems at once to 
have been a great cauſe of the neceſſity of 
Inſolvent Acts, and the foundation of the 
juſt complaints that have been made againſt 
them— that they encouraged frauds, by diſ- 
charging out of the priſons thoſe that only 
went to them to be diſcharged * the next 


Act of Inſolvency. 
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The Caſe between the Creditor and Debtor 
out of Priſon. 


For every Debtor that holds his Creditor 
at defiance in the priſons, there is cer- 
tainly a much greater number who do the 


ſame thing out of them. The Creditor | 


they know cannot touch their property but 
by a commiſſion of bankruptcy; and, if the 
effects to be laid hold of by it do not exceed 
an hundred pounds, all that the Creditor 
gains by his commiſſion is the trouble of 
it, and paying his Sollicitor's coſts with 


the effects of his Debtor. The public 


experience of the coſt of commiſſions to 
Creditors, and how little in general 1s 
gained by them, are ſufficient motives in 
the minds of Creditors for caution how 


they proceed againſt the Debtor, under the | 
bankrupt laws. The only other remedy 


18 arreſting the perſon of the Debtor ; but 
he that can pay in whole, or in part, and 
will 


E 
will not, before he is ſent to prion, is ſel- 
dom found more willing to do it after wards. 
And long experience having ſhewn Credi- 
tors what is to be got by ſending the Debtor 
to priſon, thouſands of Debtors of all ranks, 
when once they have got into the books of 
thoſe that truſt them, hold them at legal 
defiance, ſaying in effect, If you will not 
14 go on to give us credit for what we want, 
we will not pay you for what we have al- 
ready got, and you may do your worſt. 
People in trade, finding a certain proportion 
of their cuſtomers of this caſt, after all their 
caution, are obliged to add a certain rate to 
the price of what they ſell and enter in 
their books, that the gain by the good may 
ſtand againſt what they loſe by the bad; and 
thus by the law, when the perſon of the 
ebtor is ſurrendered, giving no remedy 
againſt the effects, but by commiſſion of 
bankruptcy, a general charge is made upon 
the whole community, to anſwer for the 


toſs by the worſt part of it. 
C2 There 
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There appears to be two circumſtances 
prevailing in this country, at preſent, that 


greatly increaſe the importance of this ſub- 


ject. The firſt is the very great ſums Go- 


vernment is obliged to call for from the 


beſt of its ſubjects; and the ſecond is the 
diſpoſition to pleaſure, and expence among 
the reſt. 8 


Did men, who ſpend more than their 
own, either in idleneſs or pleaſure, in any 
rank of life, only go in debt for the diffe- 
rence to ſuch as themſelves, there would be 


far leſs cauſe of complaint; but the misfor- 


tune is, the idle, and the expenſive, when 
they leave the companions of their uſeleſs. 
neſs or exceſſes, divide themſelves among 
the ſober, the induſtrious, whoſe frugality 
and labours, under the bleſſing of Provi- 
dence, have obtained them the poſſeſſion of 


property; and the cuſtom of their trade, lead- 
ing them to credit thoſe that appear to be in 


circymſtances, to which credit is common- 


ly 


E 
ly given, that part of the ſubjects, who 
claim the greateſt attention from the ſtate, 
are left expoſed to the deſigns of the worſt 
ſubjects, under appearances againſt which 
there is no guarding, to have their property 
taken out of their hands; and no legal re- 
medy is in their power but againſt the per- 

ſon of the Debtor, which, in the generality 
of caſes, gains the Creditor as little by 
taking as leaving at liberty, 


To leave it in the power of Debtors, who 
have poſſeſſed themſelves of the property 
of their Creditors, to keep poſſeſſion of 
that property after the agreed time of pay- 
ment is expired, without giving the Creditor 
a direct claim on the property of his Deb- 
tor, is to put it in the power of the worſt 
of ſubjects to do injuſtice to the beſt, to a 
very dangerous degree of impunity. 


No man, that poſſeſſes the property of 
mother, ought to be left to his choice to 
keep 
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keep it for his own uſe, on the terms of li- 
ving in priſon, or within the liberties of 
one. To permit a Debtor in priſon to live 
on the property of his Creditors, becauſe he 
rather chuſes to be there at the expence of 
others, than have his liberty on the condi- 
tions of living by his labour, this is to pu- 
niſh the offender through the ſide of the 
injured; and, was there but one caſe of this 
kind, where there is reaſon to believe there, 
are many, it would be a caſe of injuſtice 
that appealed to the wiſdom of the Legiſla- 
ture to provide fome permanent means of 
relief to the Creditor, ſo far as the property 
of the Debtor can do it. The preſent ne- 
ceſſity for ſuch relief to Creditors has but 
too deep a foundation in the manners of 
the people of this country at this time, 


Whoever has been acquainted with Lon- 
don for the laſt twenty years, requires little 
to be ſaid to convince him, that the plain, 
ſober, frugal way of living and appearing, 

which 


4 we! 
which uſed to be ſo general, has conſi- i | 
derably abated, and a love of pleaſure, ſhow, 
and fulneſs of living, has taken place to 
no ſmall degree. Men, in any rank of 
life, who ſpend more than their own, muſt 
go in debt for the difference. They who 
ſpend maſt time in diſſipation and pleaſure, 
have the leaſt for labour. The farther 
they go in that courſe, the more they want, 

and the leſs they gain; and the more of 
courſe they muſt go in debt. Did all of 
this character, from the higheſt to the low- 
eſt rank, only go in debt to each other, the 
injury done by their ſpending more than 
their own would be leſs miſchievous to 
their fellow-ſubjects. The idle, the lovers 

: of pleaſure, only meet together in places of 

expence ; but, to procure the means of ſup- 

porting them in it, they divide themſelves 
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- among the ſober and induſtrious : and that | 
e very appearance of dreſs and manner of liv- | (1! 
ly | ing a man of expence aſſumes, being alſo 1 
3 neceſſary for gaining of credit, his manner Fl | 
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of living is at once his pleaſure and his 


means of ſupplying it: ſo that, with the 


increaſe of- taxes to Government, rates 
to the Poor, the ſubjects who raiſe both 
have at this day the continual difficulty 
of dealing with men, in every part of 
the kingdom, but eſpecially in London, 
who are let looſe upon their property 
through a door that is left open by this 


defect in the laws, and which is ſo much 


ſhut againſt the Creditor in recovering the 
property of the Debtor. 


Many caſes might be ſtated, within the 
hiſtory of the Inſolvent Acts that have 


paſſed in the preſent reign, of men who 
have obtained the property of others under 
the name of a debt, equally as fatal to the 


Creditor, and as unjuſt on the part of the 
Debtor, as if he had robbed him of all 


he poſſeſſed, or ſet fire to his houſe. And, 


beſides the injuries that have been done 


by Debtors diſcharged by paſſed infolvent 


laws, 


E 
laws, there are hundreds of Debtors out 
of priſon, who are continually employ- 
ing every claſs of the law profeſſion 
for the purpoſe of preventing their Cre- 
ditors obtaining their juſt demands; and 
when they can gain no more time, or 
have no more money to ſpend, then the 
Debtor muſt either be beholden to his dex- 
terity in contracting a new debt to pay off 
the old one, or he takes refuge in priſon, or 
the liberties of one, to wait for the next Act 
of Inſolvency, if he cannot ſhorten the time 
of his reſtraint by a commiſſion of bank- 
ruptcy. But, whether the Debtor keeps 
out of priſon, that has no deſign to pay, 
or is diſcharged by the Inſolvent or Bank- 
rupt Laws, it is the ſame to the Cre- 
ditor: his remedy is ſo remote againſt 
the property of his Debtor, that the little 
he obtains of it is often too ſmall, and 
received too late, to relieve him from di- 
{treſs or ruin. | 
D The 
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The reaſons that prevent any plain, direct, 
legal remedy for all this inconvenience and 
injury to the beſt part of the ſubjects, ſeem 
to be the ſame that uſed to be againſt laws 
for making turnpike-roads :—The old roads 
ſerved our fathers and their fathers before 
them, and why mend them ?---Why mend 
them ?---Who is it that aſked the queſtion ? 
A ſet of good-humoured, fly gentlemen, that 
hang out ſigns of good accommodation by 
the ſides of theſe ill- made roads his Ma- 
jeſty's ſubjects muſt wade thro', or ſtick faſt 
in, for want of a law to mend them —A 
law to aſſiſt the Creditor to come at the 
property of the Debtor, has the dead weight 
of all that live by the way-fide of theſe ill- 
made laws between Debtors and Creditors; 
and if a bill for their amendment is once 
ſtarted, it will be a fair trial, whether the 
makers of the law, or the adminiſtrators of 1 
it, will prevail. The friends of ſuch an 
amendment may, however, have this on 
their ſide, that the public ſcore now runs 


ſo 


( 9-1 

ſo deep into the property of the ſubjects, 
that it may be like bending the bow till it 
breaks, to let that part of the ſubjects, 
whoſe difficulties are never to be ſeparated 
from the difficulties of the ſtate itielf, con- 
tinue to bear all the weight of government, 
the church, the coſts and charges of the 
law, and have to contend beſides with all 
the idle, extravagant, and deſigning Debtors, 
with the odds ſo much againſt them. If 
the charges of the ſtate muſt go on increaſ- 
ing as they have done of late years, it ſeems 
to be now but neceſſary policy in thoſe that 
are benefited moſt out of the public reve- 
nues, that the ſubjects, whoſe induſtry raiſe 
thoſe revenues, ſhould no longer be left in 
their preſent ſituation of difficulty in reco- 

vering the property of their Debtors. The 
taxes, the tythes, the poor-rates, faſten 

themſelves upon the property of all the 

ſober and induſtrious ſubjects by an irreſiſti- 

ble force. Theſe laws bear their ſhare away, 


whether any thing or nothing is leſt behind; 
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and the laws that now oblige the Creditors 
to be ſatisfied with the ſurrender of the per- 
fon of the Debtor, leave all the beſt of the 
ſubjects a prey to the worſt. 


But, beſides the neceſſity of an amend- 
ment in the laws, to give the Creditor a 
plain, direct remedy againſt the property of 
the Debtor, there ſeems to be, in the pre- 
ſent ſtate of this country, the ſame neceſſity 
for a ſtanding law for the relief of Debtors 
who would pay but cannot. 


There is a ſpirit of indulgence to one 
another runs through the minds of all men 
in trade in this country, and a compaſſion 
for the unfortunate not to be equalled ; as it 
is often ſaid by men who have had expe- 
rience to help them to form a right judg- 
ment 12 any other country in the world. 
The examples of it in the city of London 
alone are without number among thoſe that 
have been overwhelmed with misfortune, 


perhaps 
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perhaps the effects of raſhneſs and inexpe- 
rience in trade; but, when ſunk to the 
| Joweſt diſtreſs, the liberality of more ſuc- 
ceſsful adventurers in trade has taken them 
by the hand, and he who a few years ago 
was among the number of the unfortunate, 
now ranks with the moſt uſeful and opulent. 
But with all this liberality of mind among 
merchants, there are ten thouſand times ten 
| thouſand who feel only for themſelves. 
Charity begins at home: it ends there too 
with them; and there are caſes without 
number ſuch as theſe between 


The Creditor and Debtor who would fay 


but cannot. 


The Creditor thinks, if he arreſts firſt, 
the Debtor will make an hard ſtruggle to 
pay him before the reſt, whatever is left 
behind for the other Creditors. The Deb- 
tor is laid hold of, as by the hand of death 
men are every day, in a moment unex- 
pected, He is locked up: a priſon, or the 

- diſgrace 


K 
diſgrace of ſending for his friends to bail 
him, are the only objects of his choice, if 
he cannot at once pay debt and coſts. He 
knows not what to do. His friends are 


among the number of thoſe that have truſt- 


ed him. If he is bailed, the knowledge of 
his having been arreſted gets out among his 
other Creditors. That moſt ſacred of all 
things, next to things divine, —a woman's 


virtue, —is hardly more ſuſceptible, than a 


tradeſman's credit, of injury from the breath 
of folly, unkindneſs, or wickedneſs, which 
is dealing about firebrands, arrows, and 
death. The Debtor's expence of defend- 
ing the action, goes on under all the dan- 
gers of deſtruction to his credit : the alarm 
is ſpread ; the fears of other Creditors bring 
freſh actions: his attorney is the only 
man that keeps up his ſpirits; he finds no 
conſolation but in his advice : his family 1s 
the place of ſorrow and fear; every Credi- 
tor is now an enemy to be dreaded. The 


managers of the law, in ſuch caſes, are in 


the 


( #3 
the place of the pilot at the helm of the ſhip 
upon a lee-ſhore, when the ſtorm can be wea- 
thered out no longer—he looks for the beſt 
place to run her aground, and quit the bark 


he conducted. To the Debtor, a commiſ- 


ſion of bankruptcy is a merciful deliverance. 
If there is but enough left to pay the charge 


of a commiſſion, it is the Debtor's beſt for- 


tune to eſcape a priſon, as mariners do 
death in a ſhipwreck, with the loſs of all, 
to the cloaths on their backs. But in ninety- 
nine caſes out of an hundred, the Debtor's 
effects cannot come up to the preſent coſt of 
a commiſſion of bankruptcy. Execution 
againſt body and goods 1s the conſequence. 
The Debtor, if not ſent to priſon, is ſtripped 
of his goods, and left at the mercy of 


Creditors, who only condemn themſelves 


for not being the firſt in diſtreſſing the 
Debtor. Their coſts out of pocket, his pro- 
perty all gone, no arguments can convince 
them their Debtor is not an object of their 
reſentment : they interpret laws divine and 

human 
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human to juſtify the worſt they can do to 
the man they have thus the misfortune to 


loſe by. Every tax-gatherer and pariſh-of- 


ficer that knocks at their door, 1s the bearer 
of fuel to the flame of reſentment in their 
minds againſt the Debtor. The Creditor 
ſays, I have no mercy, and I will ſhew no 
mercy. He looks up to the conduct of the 


ſtate to its Debtors, as an example to warrant 


him in taking from his Debtor the laſt table 


and chair, and, when he has no more to pay, 


a priſon till he dies is his doom. This being 


the treatment the ſubjects receive that are 
indebted to the Government, the ſubjects 
adopt the maxims of the State, and ſo 
deal with one another; high examples, 
however impolitic, cruel, or abſurd, always 
producing numerous imitations: and the 
ſeverity of Creditors to their Debtors is 
only in a leſs degree what is in a greater be- 
tween thoſe that are benefited by the well- 
paid wages of our Government, and thoſe 
whoſe induſtry ſupport it. Mayy of the 

former 
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former are living in all the fulneſs of plenty, 


while thouiands of the latter are pining in 


want near unto death, as if mankind were no 
nearer related to one another than men are 
to the inhabitants of the great deep. — But 
our buſineſs is with 


The Debtor in Priſon who has nothing to pay. 


Juſt ſent there in a fit of deſpair---his 
wife and his children ſhut out of his ſight; 
but in his full heart he ſees their tears, he 
hears their cries, he feels the ſorrows of 
them all, of every one, as paſt remembrance 
brings them to his mind. He finks into 
ſleepleſs deſpair, ſtupefied with grief; while 
in his new and miſerable dwelling that little- 


ſuſpected Deceiver of Mankind whiſpers to 


his mind“ God has given to thy wife, thy 
children, thy aged parent, a right to look to 
thee for their ſupport : the folly of thy pur- 
ſuits, the expences of thy pleaſures, thy 


miſpent hours, now cry to God for juſtice 


E | againſt 


„„ 
againſt thee : thou art not only the authot 
of thy own miſery, but the cauſe of theirs 
it was thy duty to maintain and comfort.“ 
My God againſt me! Ves, he is now againſt 
thee, anſwers the Accuſer of both God and 
Man; he is againſt thee, and mankind are 
thy enemies. None are on thy fide but 
theſe.--- Who are on my ſide? ſays the aſto- 
niſhed Debtor.---Theſe that are here before 


thee, who ſhall teach thee rare paſtime, 


and of them thou mayſt learn how to turn 
thy priſon into a place of ſport, and make 
thee forget all thoſe painful, tender feelings 
of chy mind for the helpleſs ones thou haſt 
jeft behind thee ; and, as thou art now 
ruined and undone beyond forgiveneſs, to 
forget God, and wage war againſt that 
world in which thou art thus treated, is thy 
only buſineſs. 


The poor Debtor, in the hurry of his 


lite, and amidſt the cares and pleaſures of it, 


long led to look upon the Bible, and all the 


unchange- 


„ 
unchangeable truths it contains, as things 
with which his happineſs had nothing to 
do, unſuſpecting that it 1s an evil ſpirit that 
thus ſuggeſts advice (Epheſ. vi. 11.), which 
need only be taken and continued in to 
prepare him for fellowſhip with wickedneſs 
for ever; his firſt compliance is in taking 


the full glaſs offered with the deviliſh in- 


tent of taking from this new- come priſoner 
his laſt ſhilling :---he taſtes, he drinks, he 
drowns the voice of Conſcience, and all 
thoſe kindred feelings: for the wants and 
ſorrows of thoſe he has left behind him ; 
and that bleſſed voice, which would ſpeak 
forgiveneſs, peace, and ſupport to the moſt 
ſorrowful breaſt, and alſo influence and lead 
to relief, is ſent away grieved that the re- 
port is believed that God has not goodneſs 
enough to forgive the penitent mind, or 
power enough to ſupport it to the laſt 
moment's trial his Providence permits, cr 
wiſdom to bring deliverance to all who truſt 


in him, Evil thus liſtened to and obeyed, 
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good refified and wilfully oppoſed, deeper 


and deeper does the forrowful- Priſoner fink 


in miſery and vice, till fo intimate they be- 
come, that he would think it fair play, and 
but doing as he 1s done by, could he plunder 


any man of his property, Scores of contri- 


vances are then {ſet on foot in lawleſs con- 
ſultations within the priſons, how purpoſes 
of fraud ſhall be executed at ſecond-hand 
among that part of the Debtor's acquain- 
tance who are beſt ſubjects of impolition.--- 
They that call all theſe temptations, and the 
conduct flowing from them, fables, know no- 
thing of the human mind, or of thoſe writings 
that declare it and the nature of the two 
worlds, not known afluredly but by Revela- 
tion, They who think there have not 
been within the laſt twenty years many 
inſtances of men who went to priſon only 


from the confequences of ill-ſucceſs in ſome 


courſe of honeſt induſtry, and who in pri- 
ſon were taught to be open robbers,---they 
who know not this, know nothing of what 


7 — Woe 


E 
has paſſed in our wretched priſons; and 
Debtors diſcharged without having con- 
tracted this deſperate degree of wicked- 
neſs, often come out of priſon dead to- 
ſhame, deprived of all life and power of 
action by idleneſs and drunkenneſs: and of 
all the hundreds which are paſſing through 
our priſons by the operation of the laws 
that allow of confining for Debt, there 1s 
not perhaps in an hundred ten who ſurvive 
their impriſonment with any degree of uſe- 
fulneſs to themſelves, their families, or their 
country. Many, who pretend to form their 
judgments from the conduct of men, ſeem 
to be agreed, that, excepting in Courts, if 
Courts are what Che/terfield deſcribes them, 
no place like our priſons requires better 
principles, .or greater firmneſs to preſerve 
them. Laws to prevent Corruption in Courts 


” are not to be looked for, till thoſe that fre- 
quent them learn to ſpeak what they think, 
ö | and do what they know to be right; but 
tas to prevent Impriſonment for Debt may 
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be expected from, a principle of ſelf-defence 


in the upper ranks of ſociety againſt the 
loweſt. | 73 | 


More than eight hundred men in the 
courſe of laſt year were taken out of pri- 
ſon by the Society for the Relief of poor 


Priſoners for Debt. Colleges that take in 


and ſend out ſo many ſtudents, after hav- 
ing been under the iuſtruction of ſuch wiſe 
and wicked examples as our priſons are ne- 
ver totally free from, is enough to account 
for the increaſe of our felons of late years, 
without any other cauſe in the ſituation of 
the people in this country, And in the pre- 
ſent ſituation of this c -untry, if the laws re- 
main in force that allow needy Debtors to be 
ſhut up in priſone, where the moſt fearleſs 
vices appear without a covering, this coun- 
try mult have a continual increaſe of ſub- 
jects to bid deftance to all the laws both of 
divine and civil Government; and Debtors 
who might have ꝛccovered their loſt credit 


by 


($3 
by future care and rectitude, corrupted by 
examples met with in their confinement, 
when they regain their liberty, will, without 
fear or ſhame, ſupport themſelves by traud 
or violence, as they may be equally deceived 
in thinking ſhall anſwer their purpoſe beſt. 
Many poor unfortunate Debtors have in 
priion been ſupported by the charity of 
others ſent to the ſame priſons for felony. 
The Debtor's horror of the houſe-breaker 
or highwayman, or more petty thief, is for- 
gotten, by ſeeing in him a benefactor that 
brings him relief in the extr-mity of his di- 
ſtreſs. An acquaintance thus begun in pri- 
ſon, is ripened into confidence wherever 
they meet; at leaſt, ſuch confidence as there 
only can be between wicked characters in 
any rank. And thus, by an hundred ways, 
Debtors by impriſcrment are converted 
into thieves and robbers; and, if natural 
courage is wanted, the neceſſity of their 
circumſtances, when they come out of pri- 


ſon, e ers the ſame purpoſe : and, I am 
well 


n — r r — 3 
— _— 22 * 2 r 3 1 ern 
— 


2 ka ? at; — - 46 I 
. er orice Apes 7*: 


3 le i, Ee OO CET 


Weg b , 


— wo 
44 fe 
— gm ns, Wen, 


— — rg 


— —— yes 


— — 1 


— — 
— ——— — — 


| 
1 
[ 
b 


— —_—_ — 
== — 
n 
— 


( 


well aſſured, that ſo ſpeedily has this been 


found true, that men who have been diſ- 
charged from our London prifons as Deb- 
tors one week, have been ſent back as 


felons the next; — which, indeed, is no- 


thing more than may be expected from 


The Caſe of many Debtors diſcharged by an 
AZ of Inſolvency. 


I: he neceſſities that ſent a Debtor to pri- 


ſon, left him, perhaps, not half ſo much as 
his priſon-fees and the expence of living the 
firſt month in one. The poor wife, or ſon, 
or daughter, carried to their more miſerable 
relation in the priſon the produce of the 
laſt thing they had left to fell; and when 
once the wants of the family out of priſon 
exceeded their own feeble endeavours, in 
a work-houſe, or living on precarious cha- 
rity, is the ſtate in which the poor Deb- | 
tor finds his wife and children, when he 


comes out of priſon, if they ſurvive his diſ- 


charge. 


„ 
charge. Let us for a moment look at men 
newly diſcharged by an Act of Inſolvency. 
See ſcores of them, with minds at enmity 


againſt all mankind from the treatment 
they have met with, coming out of the 


priſons with all the deſperate principles 
they have contracted in them; and, in the 
moment of their diſcharge, made mad 
with the liquor they have been induced to 
take at leaving their companions in the 


gaols, they are prepared for any act of de- 


ſperation, and the thought of returning to a 
| ruined family without a penny for their re- 
lief, gives force to every wicked ſuggeſtion 
from men or devils to rob or ſteal. The 
idleneſs of a priſon only for ſix months, 
unfits the hand of induſtry as much as the 
mind for directly entering on any honeſt 
laboprs ; and thoſe that have no trade to 
live by, are ſo ruined and diſgraced, that 
none will truſt them with a guinea's worth 
of goods to begin z any buſineſs of buying and 
felling. Thus do the generality of Priſoners 
1 8 ſor 
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for Debt, when diſcharged, become either 
enemies to ſociety, or they ſink in poverty 


and become a uſeleſs burden to themſelves 


and the community till they die.—I am 


tired of deſcribing what the Law, as it 
ſtands, gives cruel- minded Creditors the 
power of doing to their helpleſs Debtors. 


The miſchief, the miſeries, ariſing from 
this ſtanding defect in the laws are great 
and many; and men, who hear and ſee for 
themſelves what is going on every day be- 
tween Debtors and Creditors, are by turns 
equally affected with the diſtreſs they ſee on 
both ſides. Buying and ſelling, borrowing 
and lending, truſting and being truſted, are 


things of univerſal concern ; and the Law, as 


it is, leaves it in the power of Debtors to 
take the property of their Creditors, without 
giving tae reditor any poſſible remedy 


againſt the propert of the Debtor, in by far 


the greateſt number of caſes that ariſe be- 
0 | tween 


( $5) 


tween Debtors and Creditors ; and, on the . 
other hand, Creditors have power to de- 
prive their Debtors of their liberty in a mo- 
ment: and, in ſpite of all their ſufferings in 
priſon, and the pitiable diſtreſſes of their 
families out of them, and the addition made 
to the public difficulties at this day by Cre- 
ditors ruined without remedy, and Debtors 
dying without relief, the Executive Magi- 
ſtrates, and all the friends of humanity and 
common juſtice in the kingdom, are left to 
look upon all this miſchief, wrong, and mi- 
ſery before their eyes, without being able to 
give the injured Creditor the leaſt help in 
taking a penny worth of his property from 
the fraudulent Debtor, or in faving the life 
of the poor, pennyleſs Debtor out of the 
hands of the cruel, unrelenting Creditor : the 
Law in effect ſaying to the deſigning Debtor 
—Rob and go to priſon, only taking care to 
do it under the name of contracting a debt, 
and you ſhall be protected in priſon, or in 
the liberties of one, to live in ſecurity upon 

2 | the 
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the property you have had the addreſs to 
obtain from your Creditors: and to the hard- 
hearted Creditor that locks up his helpleſs 
Debtor, the Law, as it ſtands, ſays—Confine 
bim till he dies.— Thus Parliament leaves 

the King, the Judges, the Magiſtrates, with 

their hands acroſs, while one part of the 
ſubjects are cheating and ſtarving the other 
to death, —The multiplying millions to be 
raiſed for the State (and ſpent without ac- 
count or reckoning that Common-ſenſe can 
look at without bluſhing), the weight, of the 
State, Church, and Poor, as the great wheels 
of revenne, tythes, and rates, turn round, are 
reducing thouſands to bankruptcy and in- 
ſolvency. The Legiſlature leaves the ſubjects 
to the Profeſſors of the Law, as ſheep to the 
dogs of their driyers : they are fleeced of all 
that can be got, and then barked into pri- 
ſon, that Gaolers and their followers may 
take what Lawyers and their ſubordinates 
have left behind, - | 


„ 


A man that has ever been brought to ſee 
the fölly and madneſs of avarice, to be con- 
tent with a little, and to live in the world to 
give a lift when he can to hinder evil or do 
good, has; at this day, juſt as much cauſe to 
be affected in examining the Houſes of Parli- 
ament as he has in viſiting the priſons. In pri- 
ſon, ſorrow, ſadneſs, and miſery ſpeak thro? 
the countenance of mot of its wretched in- 
habitants ;---to ſee the countenance of the 
Peer redden with rage, vexed and fretted 
with the mutual jars among them, is equally 
painful to all that wiſh well to the happt- 
neſs of mankind, 


Men, that fit in the ſeats of Legiſlature in 
any country, can never have peace, that ſhut 
| their eyes to the obvious duty of their ſta- 
| tion, Provadence placed them there for the 
purpoſe of#promoting the peace---the hap- 
pineſs of all about them: to overlook, neg- 
Jet, difregard-the moſt neceſſary meaſures 
of duty for this end, and to expect the calm 
| peace 
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peace and unruffled dignity of mind which 
God alone can give, is equal to the ſon's 
expecting the ſmiles of a wiſe and good pa- 
rent, when, either from pride, folly, or 
ſelf-intereſt, he paſſes over all his commands. 
Did a Peer never ſee a priſon, or hear or 
believe a word of the miſeries of Debtors 
from all that may be ſaid about them with- 
out doors? A Peer is an hereditary judge of 
the laws in the laſt ſtage of appeal; and the 
laws that lie before him are the evidence, 
that acts for the relief of Inſolvent Debtors, 
and giving their property to their Creditors, 
have of late years been ſo often neceſſary as 
to make it evident, that a law ſo often wanted, 
in caſes of ſuch univerſal and hourly occur- 
rence, muſt always be wanted. If any other 
evidence is wanted for the preſent neceſſity 
of a ſtanding law to be appealed to every 
day between Debtors and Creditors, the pre- 
ſent fulneſs of the priſons, ſo ſoon after a 
general act of inſolvency, ie, indeed, but too 
trong a proof of that neceſſity within the 
| als - 
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walls of the priſons, as the ſituation of 


many Creditors, who cannot come at the 


property of their Debtors, is without them. 


The means of preventing all this miſchief 
can only be by 


An Af to enable Creditors to recover the 
Effects of their Debtors, and preſerve the 
Liberty of the Debtor on his ſurrendering 

all bis Effe&s to his Creditors, 


And the law wanted for theſe purpoſes 
need only proceed upon the ſame principle 
that runs thro' all the Inſolvent Acts, from 
the firſt in the reign of King William, to the 
laſt of his preſent Majeſty ; for they all do 
the ſame thing---they oblige the Debtor to 
part with his property to his Creditors, un- 
der the penalty of felony that he makes a 
full diſcovery of all his effects, and fairly 


ſurrenders them for the purpoſe of paying 
What he owes, as far as they will go; and 


then authority is given to the Magiſtrate to 
diſcharge the perſon of the Debtor from his 


confinement, 
Theſe 


(- 4. 

Theſe laws have been repeated near twenty 
times over within the laſt eighty years, So 
many times has the law that allows the 
Debtor to be arreſted filled. the priſons, ſo 
many times has it appeared to the wiſdom 
of the Legiſlature to be humane and juſt to 
empty them. 


The deſign of this bill (and it is ſug- 
geſted, I hope, with ſome ſenſe of the re- 
ſpect due to the firſt ranks of the State) is 
only to give Debtors and Creditors the ſame 
thing conſtantly, which the Legiſlature has 


ſeen it right to give them ſo frequently. 


The preſent bill is to prevent an evil ariſing, 
which the inſolvent acts have removed after 
it had ariſen. | If it has been humane and 
juſt to empty the priſons ſo often as they 


have been, the principles of this bill, to pre- 


vent their being filled, cannot be leſs ſo. 
And the firſt thing to be conſidered i is, 
Can a power be ſafely given to any execu- 
tive Magiſtrates to do that always which 


has been given them to do ſo often? 
Sup- 
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Suppoſing there was not this day a ſingle 
' Debtor in any priſon in the kingdom, and 
that no Act of Infolvency was to paſs till 
this time ſeven years, and then the priſons 
were emptied of all that were found alive 
in them at once, would the difficulty; in 
doing juſtice between Debtors and Creditors, 
be greater than it would be 1n.executing a 
ſtanding law that enabled the Magiſtrate to 
interpoſe between cach Debtor and his Cre- 
ditors, as they came before him, one by one? 
Certainly, the difliculty with the Magiſtrate 
in doing all the juſtice that could be done 
between them, would not be greater by 
judging of them, caſe by caſe, than by hay- 
ing as many of them as could come together 
at a Quarter-Sefſions at the end of ſeven 
years Would the intereſt of Creditors be 
injured by the Debtor's ſurrendering all his 
property under the ſame penalty at the end 
of thirty days, as in the other caſe he would 
do at the end of ſeven years Did common 
experience prove the property of Debtors to 
increaſe with the length ot their confinement, 

| G then 
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then a perpetual act might be leſs beneficial 


to Creditors than an occaſional one. If the 
contrary is in general the caſe, that Debtors 
have more to ſurrender the day they are ſent 


to priſon than at any time after during their 


confinement, then -it muſt be the general 
intereſt of Creditors to have a ſtanding law 
to appeal to, to recover the property of their 
Debtors.---And, on the ſide of the Debtor, 
whatever is his character before his confine- 
ment, if it is proved by experience, that the 
moral rectitude of his mind is mended in 
proportion to the length of his impriſon- 
ment, and he is made more uſeful to ſociety, 


his family, and himſelf, by having been 


long in priſon, then impriſonment is to be 
approved of; if the contrary is the caſe, 
then the public intereſt cannot be hurt by 
the public not having an idle man to keep 
in priſon, and an helpleſs family out of it: 
the public intereſt muſt be promoted the 
more, the ſooner Debtors are reſtored to 
their liberty, to provide for themſelves and 
thoſe that belong to them 
Cuſtom 


tic 
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Cuſtom has a great influence on our opi- 


nions in conſidering any que ſtion: it may 
require a little care, it has none in this. It is 
ſaid, If it was in the power of Debtors every 
day to ſurrender their effects to their Credi- 
tors, and be diſcharged from any arreſt for 
all their paſt engagements, it would open a 
wide door for frauds on Creditors. Keep the 
Debtor in priſon ſeven years, it may puniſh 
him for his paſt conduct, but it cannot make 
him give up more than he has: and if he 
does not fairly give up his all at the end of 


thirty days, he equally expoſes himſelf to 


the penalty of felony, as if he reſerved a 
part of what he had left at the end of ſeven 
years. But bad men would go in debt, get 


diſcharged; go in debt, and get diſcharged 


again, times without number, without end. 

If Creditors will truſt their property into the 
hands of Debtors ſo little likely to pay them, 
there is r no help for it. If they are cheated 
out of their property, that is felony ; and 
this bill! is not intended to make any Er 
tion in the puniſhment due to that crime, 


but the contrary : and to all the precautions 
WAX: : that 
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that appear in the Inſolvent Acts, that of 
hard labour may be more expreſsly added 
for every man convicted of a fraudulent in- 
tent in obtaining property into his hands; 
or, if fairly obtained as a debt, not fully ſur- 
rendering when the Law calls upoh*him-to 
give up all to his Creditors. - 

But it is neither the difficulty of doing 
juſtice by the Magiſtrates, nor any danger to 
the intereſts of Creditors; ' Debtors, or the 
Pablick, that are the objections at the bot- 
tom to a perpetual act to give Creditors a. 
plain, dire& remedy againſt the property of 
Debtors. There are a part of his Majeſty's 
ſubjects, forty thouſand or ſo, whoſe reve- 
nues ariſe in part from the law that arreſts 
the perſon, and leaves the property of the 
Debtor in his hands to contend: with the 
Creditor. Every man thabas arreſted, if he 
is not under a neceſſity, is generally in a hu- 
mour to go to:law with his Creditor. Every 
writ is a dividend” to the Profeſſion of the 
Law; and-an act to give liberty to Debtors, 
and their property to their Creditors, would 
be a law, though neither offenſive to 
juſtice, 


„ 
juſtice, mercy, or the good of his Ma- 
jeſty's induſtrious ſubjects, yet it would pre- 
judiee the intereſt of a numerous learned 
Profeſſion, who live with great good manage- 
ment on the labours of their fellow - ſubjects. 
This is the great objection againſt the bill 
propoſed; and if the learned Profeſſion unite 
together in one ſcale, they will, probably, be 
found to out-weigh the moſt evident intereſts 
of the whole community in the other. 
When a country has once been brought 
as this now ſeems to be, into legal bondage 
to the Profeſſors of its laws, and when an 
act of common ſenſe is wanted to do com- 
mon juſtice among the ſubjects, nothing 
can be done but compound the matter: and 
perhaps a reform in our laws between 
Debtors and Creditors cannot be ſooner 
brought about, and, upon the whole, better 
executed, than by giving authority to the 
Judges of all the courts of common law, to 
appoint ſuch Barriſters and Attorneys of 
their court as they think proper to be Com- 
miſſioners for Debtors and Creditors, with 
ſuch fixed fees as the trouble and nature of 


the caſe appears to deſerve, 
| | Should 
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Should the Law Profeſſion and their Re- 


prefentatives accept of any terms of this kind, 
then the buſineſs may go on, and a bill for 
this purpoſe may ſoon be drawn up. It is 
a ſubject that has long been ſeen on all ſides: 
few things can happen in conſequence of a 
new law, that have not happened number- 
leſs times under the old ones. 

But what muſt be done for the n 
| and all that bave a fellow-feeling with them, 
if Commiſſioners are thus appointed to give 
the property of Debtors to their Creditors 
under juſt limits, and ſo render impriſon- 


ment for debt unneceſſary ? What have the 


friends of the Gaolers to ſay to Mr. Hanway, 
Mr. Howard, Dr. Smith, and all the friends 
of humanity and good policy both within; and 
without doors? Shall the gaols of our Debtors 
be divided into rooms for our Felons t to find 
work and retirement to reform them in? 


May gye merciful clauſe for the Debtors 
to, the Croyn be propoſed? If nothing will 
atone for their failure in paying a debt to 


the State, whoſe debts are contracted with 


all the frugality of farthings and pence; if 
nothing will atone for the offence of a 
Crown 


( 4; 


Crown Debtor but confinement till he or 


the King dies, may it not be equal poliey 
and mercy to let it be enacted, That, at tlie 
end of ſix months from the date of any 
Debtor to the Crown being taken to priſon, 
if he pays not the debt, he ſhall be taken 
from thence to the place of execution. 
Hear thoſe moſt miſerable of men for them- 
ſelves. They will tell you Do any thing 
with us rather than bury us alive. Death, 
by any ſentence of law, will be a bleſſing. 
We would take it at our own hands, was it 
not to intrude ourſelves into the preſence of 
our Maker and Almighty Judge in the very 
act of open defiance to the moſt ſacred of his 
laws, which wilfully to break, in the ſmal- 
leſt inſtance, and die unpardoned by him, 
is death eternal. ——Give us but time for re- 
pentance, and to ſue to God for mercy, and 
let us die by the hand of the executioner, 

rather than ſhut us up alive where the ſun 
never ſhines, where hopes of liberty never 
come, but hopes that come connected with 
the death of the King ; —an event which 
no ſubject ever ought to be left unheard in 


a condition to with for. | 
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A nation fo clearly enlightened with re- 
vealed truth as this is, to retain any un- 
juſt, oppreſſive, and barbarous maxims 
in its very laws and government, muſt 
as certainly be viſited with expreſſions of 
the divine diſpleaſure, as that it is neceſſary 


for the Lawgiver to vindicate the juſtice 


of his laws made for the common bappineſs 
of all mankind; and which, therefore, can 
neither be neglected nor violated, but God's 
compaſſion to the world is called upon to re- 


ſtrain what is unjuſt, oppreſſive, or cruel, by 


thoſe penal judgments annexed to the ſacred 
rules he has laid down for the government 


of mankind, and which none are ever found 


ſtrong enough to reſiſt. The ſufferings of 
the poor, the tears of the oppreſſed, the 
helpleſs cries of the cruelly-confined pri- 
ſoners, are ſeen and heard by Him,, who 
has ſhewn mankind inſtances of his viſiting 
a whole community of his creatures With all 
the miſeries of war, for the cruel treatment 
a ſingle perſon has received at the hand of 


that community, and who, when applied to, 
did not give the relief the caſe required. 
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An 48 for the Relief of Creditors, by making Compoſs- 
tions with" their Debtors, in caſe Two-thirds i in * 
ler and Halue do agree. 


[Repealed by next AQ] 
II. 
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4 * 10 . III. 51 20. 4608, 11 | 

An Act to repeal the Act made in the laſt Seſſion of Par- | 
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lament, intitled, An det for Relief of Ureditors, by 
making. Compoſite ſtion with their Debtors, in Caſe : Ti was 
thirds in Number and 10 alue 4 agree. 
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F an act, made in the ſecond 

ce ſeſſion of this preſent Parliament, held in the 8th 
and gth years of his Majeſty's reign, intituled, An 
Act for Relief of Creditors, by making Compoſitions 
v6 with their Debtors, in caſe Harrer in Num- 
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et ber and Value do agree, hath not anſwered the end 


for which the ſame was intended, in regard that, 


*« notwithſtanding the proviſions in the ſaid act for 
< preventing frauds in the making ſuch compoſitions, 
„many fraudulent practices have been committed, 


* by making pretended agreements with. perſons wo 


ce were not real Creditors, and for greater advantages 
ce than what were expreſſed in ſuch compoſitions ; 
« which practices have (as there is juſt caule to fear) 
« occaſioned much perjury: for remedy whereof, be 
it enacted by, &c. That, from and after the twenty- 
fourth day of June, in the year of our Lord 1698, 
the ſaid act, and every clauſe, matter, and thing there- 


in contained, ſhall be repealed, determined, and of 


no force. 8 931 

* 2, Provided, nevertheleſs, and be it enacted by 
the authority aforeſaid, That this act ſhall not extend, 
or be conſtrued to extend, in any wiſe to prejudice, 
make void, or impeach, any Agreement or Compoſition 
made, or which before the ſaid 24th day of June 
ſhall be made, bona fide, and without fraud, and 
which ſhall be performed from time to time, accord- 


ing to the true intent and meaning thereof; + nor any 


order for the diſcharge of any debtor out of cuſtody, 
made, or which ſhall be made, in purſuance of ſuch 
Agreement and Compotition,and by virtue of the above- 


ſaid act, or which is or ſhall be within the ſaving or be- 


nefit thereof, before the ſaid 24th day of June, but that 
every ſuch Agreement or Compoſition whereupon ſuch 
Order of Diſcharge is or ſhall be made as aforeſaid, ſhall 
be good and effectual to all intents and purpoſes, and 
every ſuch Order of Diſcharge is hereby ratified and 
confirmed; and every ſuch Agreement or Compoſi- 
tion, whereupon no ſuch Order of Diſcharge is or 
ſhall be made as aforeſaid, ſhall be and remain of the 
ſame force and effect (and no other) as if this preſent 


* But not to make void Agreements, &c. 
4 Nar Orders for Diſcharge of Priſoners. A 


E 
act had not been made; nor to pardon, indemnify, 
or diſcharge any perſon who hath incurred, or before 
the ſaid 24 day of June ſhall incur, any penalty or for- 
feiture, by committing any offence againſt the ſaid 
act, but that every ſuch offender ſhall be liable to the 
ſame forfeitures and penalties as if the ſaid act had 


continued in full force. ; 
* 3. Provided always, and be it enacted by the au- 
thority aforeſaid, That no perſon or perſons, who 
heretofore have been, or ſhall before the ſaid 24 day 
of June be diſcharged by virtue of this act, ſhall be 
deemed or adjudged to be diſcharged thereby, who, 
to produce any Agreement, Compolitions, Releaſes 


or Diſcharges whatſoever, from any of his or their 


Creditor or Creditors, have, before any one of the 
Judges of either Bench, Barons of the Exchequer, 
or Maſter in Chancery, Ordinary or Extraordinary, 
willingly and corruptly made, or before the ſaid 
24 day of June ſhall make any falſe oath, to the de- 
frauding of his or their Creditor or Creditors ; but 
that all and every ſuch Agreement, Releaſes, and 
Diſcharges, upon any falſe oath obtained, and being 
thereof convicted upon any indictment or informa- 
tion, ſhall be void and of none effect; any thing in 
this or the ſaid former act contained to the contrary 
hereof, in any wiſe, notwithſtanding.” 


Ns no roo EG. 
2 and 3 Anvw, III. Chap. 16. 1703. 

An Act for the Diſtharge out of Priſon of ſuch Inſolvent 

Debtors as ſhall ſerve, or procure a Perſon io ſerve, in 
Her ' Majeſty's Fleet or Army. „„ 

JusTIcEs of Peace, on petition of poor Priſoners 
for Debt, may ſummon the Creditors before them, 

* Releaſe and Diſcharge on falſe Oath to be void. 
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and alſo the Gabler. Priſoner to take an oath. Cre. 
ditor to ſhew cauſe why Priſoner fhould not be diſ- 
charged. In caſe Priſoner be detained, Creditor to 
allow him 4d per day; and if no eſtate appear in three 
months, Juſtices may diſcharge the perſon of Priſoner ; 
but the debt not thereby diſcharged, and judgment 
againſt Priſoner's land, &c. to ftand good. Perſons 
diſcharged, and again arreſted, on ſhewing a duplicate 
of their-diſcharge, ſhall again be diſcharged : Perſon 
of Priſoner for ever free. Penalty on Sheriff, &c. 
diſobeying Juſtices ſummons. Priſoners, before diſ- 
charge, ſhall declare on oath what effects or debts 
are belonging to them. A Schedule thereof to be 
made, Creditors may ſue for ſuch debts in Priſoner's 
name. Perſons. diſcharged free from chamber-rent 
and gaoler's fees, &e. Priſoner's wearing-apparel, 
and tools in trade, not liable to attachment. No 
perſon to be diſcharged who is indebted more than 
1001. to one perſon, Nor from his impriſonment, 
unleſs he liſt himfelf in the Queen's ſervice, or pro- 
cure one in his ſtead. Penalty of perſons convicted 
of wilful perjury. HUD DUT een 111: / 


IV. 
10. ANN, Chap. 20. 1711. 


An 47 for the Relief of Inſolvent Dehtors, by obliging 
their Creditors to accept the utmoſt Satisfaction they are 
capable to make, and reſtoring them to their Liberty. 


| V. N 

: 8. Gro. I. Chap. 22. A. D. 1719. 
An Aa for Relief of Iuſolvent Debtors, and for the more 
eaſy Diſcharge of Bankrupts out of Execution, after 
their Certificates allowed, Ong 


EVERY Sheriff, Gaoler, &c. ſhall make a lift of 


all Priſoners in their cuſtody on 24th of June, Tm" 


S —" TAS > a 1 3 


E 30 
and deliver the ſame, upon oath, to the firſt Quarter 
ſeſſions after May 1ſt, 1720. Perſons inſerted in ſuch 
liſts, who were Priſoners on June 24th, 1719, and 
ſhall continue ſo to their diſcharge, (other than thoſe 
committed by Judges warrants on an eſcape,) who 
ſhall take the oath in that act, ſhall be diſcharged in 
the manner herein before provided. Priſoner to de- 
liver a Schedule of his eſtate, and the names of his 
Debtors, &c, Schedule to remain with the Clerk of the 
Peace, in whom the eſtate ſhall be veſted to be aſſign- 
ed to tha-Creditors. Juſtices ſhall order the Sheriff, 
Ke. to diſcharge ſuch Priſoner without other fee than 
28s. Priſoners diſcharged ſhall not be impriſoned for 
any debt contracted before June 24, 1719. Notwith- 
ſtanding the diſcharge of any perſon, all judgments 
ſhall ſtand good againſt his lands, &c. None ſhall 
have any benefit of this act unleſs diſcharged by 
25th; of March, 1721. Not to extend to Scotland. 
Diſcharges hereafter appearing to be fraudulently ob- 
tained, ſhall be void, None to have any benefit who 
owes above gol, to one perſon. Any Judge of the 
Court where judgment has been obtained againſt a 
bankrupt, may, on his producing a certificate of 
his diſcharge, order any Sheriff to diſcharge him 
without, 


Vi 


>. Yi. Gro. I. -Chap. 21. 172145 
An 4 for Relief of Inſaluent Debtors. [Exp.] 


SHERLIF# or Gaoler to make an alphabetical lift 
of his Priſoners on 29th of Sept. 1724, &c to be 
N70 by the Clerk of the Peace. The perſons in ſuch 
liſts, on their petition and oath, to be diſcharged. 
Priſo r to deliver in a Schedule of his whole eſtate, 
Kc. d Quarxter- ſeſſions. Clerk of the Peace to 10 
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the Schedule; Priſoners effects veſted in him to be 
aſſigned over to the Creditors, &c. Notice to be ſerv- 
ed upon the Creditors 30 days before Quarter- ſeſſions, 
and inſerted in the London Gazette. All requiſites 
performed by the Priſoner, Quarter - ſeſſions to diſ- 
Nis him. Priſoner diſcharged. hereafter impri- 
ſoned, on ſhewing the duplicate, to be releaſed, &c. 
Notwithſtanding diſcharge, judgments good againſt 
Ends, &c. May plead generally againſt any Scire Fa- 
cias, &c. in diſcharge of his perſon from execution, 
No advantage if diſcharge be not obtained before the 
26 March, 1726. Not to extend to Scotland. Keeper 
to. permit any perſon to ſpeak with the Priſoners 
whoſe names are in the Gazette, &c. Priſoners not 
declaring the trade and habitation. of the perſons 
at whoſe ſuit they are detained, &c. incapable of the 
benefit of this act. Debtors only for fees, and not 
exceeding 40s. diſcharged. Debts to the Crown, and 
100l. to any one perſon, not diſcharged, . | 
> N 
2. Geo, II. Chap. 20. 1729. 
An A for Relief of Inſalvent Debtors. 

SHERIFFS and Gaolers to make an alphabetical 
liſt: of their Priſoners on 29th Sept. 1728, and the 
names of the perſons at whoſe ſuit they are detained, 
to be delivered into the Quarter-ſefſions : to be kept 
by the Clerk of the Peace. Perſons inſerted in the 
lifts, and priſoners on the 29th of Sept. 1728, ſhall 
be diſcharged. They are to deliver in a Schedule of 
their eſtates: Schedule veſted in the Clerk of the Peace, 
who is to aſſign it to the Creditors, to be divided 
among the Creditors. Aſſignees of copyhold eſtates to 
agree with the Lord of the Manor. Not to affect — 2 

IitttribBxKs £ 701 i . eſtate 
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eſtate in expectancy. Rent due from a Priſoner to 
be transferred to the Landlord. This act not to ex- 
tend to mortgages, nor to prevent any ſtatute ſtaple. 
Juſtices who grant warrants for bringing Priſoners to 
the Quarter- ſeſſions, ſhall give notice, to be ſerved on 
the Creditors: Priſoners to give like notice to the 
Creditors, and public notice in the Gazette 30 days 
before the Seſſions. The Priſoner's oath not being 
diſproved, &c. the Juſtices are to diſcharge him. 
Debtors having ſerved an apprenticeſhip, or employed 
in any trade, or in the ſea-ſervice, and actually be- 
yond ſea on the iſt of February, 1728, may ſurren- 
der themſelyes, and be entitled to the benefit of the 
act, but ſubject to the ſame reſtrictions as Priſoners. 
Gaolers forſwearing themſelves forfeit 500. &c. 
Gaolers inſerting wrong names in their liſt forfeit 
200l. Clerk of the Peace not giving a Duplicate to 
the Priſoner of his diſcharge, forfeits 20l. Priſoner 
forſwearing himſelf, guilty of felony. Priſoner diſ- 
charged for debts before 29th Sept. 1728, ſhall not be 
impriſoned for the ſame again. Diſcharge of Pri- 
ſoners not to acquit any other Surety. Judgments to 
ſtand good againſt his lands. Perſons diſcharged may 
plead generally in diſcharge of their perſons from 
execution. Plaintiff may reply generally, and deny 
the matters pleaded. Not to extend to Scotland. 
Petitioner to leave with the Juſtices a copy of his in- 
tended diſcovery, Juſtices of York and Lincoln to 
meet at the common gaols of the counties for diſ- 
charge of Priſoners. Debtors in gaols only for fecs, 
diſcharged, Not to diſcharge Debtors to the Crown, 
or owing Sol. to one perſon, | But Creditors to 
allow 38. 6d. per week for his maintenance. Diſ- 
charges to be obtained before the 29th of September, 
1731, or excluded. Perſons ſeized. of an eſtate tail, 
claiming the benefit, to deliver the ſame to their Cre- 
ditors. Aſſignees to apply to two Juſtices to examine 

perſons 


To, 
perſons who ſhall obtain their diſcharge for diſcovery 
of eſtates, &c : refuſing! to be ſworn, Juſtices may 
commit them. Diſcoveries of Debtors eſtates in 12 
months after diſcharge, to have 20l. per cent. Diſ- 
charge obtained fraudulently, void. Courts at Weſt- 
finer on complaint, may remove Aſſignees. On 
mutuab credit, Aſſignees to allow the balance. 
| IAE 0). * 918 Yall AQUONT bn. 
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„ 1 880. U Chapel, 32%, . 
An Act for the Relief of Inſoluent Debtors. ' 

- WHEREAS many perſons by loſſes and other mis- 
fortunes are rendered incapable of pay ing their whole 
_ debts, and, though they are willing to make the ut- 
moſt ſatisfaction they can, are nevertheleſs detained in 
priſon by their Creditors : And whereas ſuch unhap- 
py Debtors have always been deetned proper objects 
of public compaſſion, and by ſeveral acts of pariia- 
ment have becn diſcharged : For the relief, there- 
fore, of inſolvent Priſoners, who ſhall faithfully diſ- 
cover, upon oath, and deliver up and aſſign all their 
effects and eſtates whatſoever for the benefit of their 
Creditors ; and to prevent, as far ay poſſible, the many 
frauds and abuſes which in a great meaſure have ob- 
MOT, the good ends of ſuch acts; Be it enacted, 
[IIe terms of this act nearly the ſame as 
28K. II. Chap. 20.] i 


C 7 
. - X. | 4 
28 Geo. II. Cap. 13. 1755. 
An At for the Relief of Inſolvent Debters, 
WHEREAS many perſons, by loſſes and other mis- 
fortunes, are rendered incapable of paying their whole 
debts; and, though they are willing to make the ut- 
moſt ſatisfaction they can, are nevertheleſs detained 
in priſon by their Creditors: And whereas ſuch un- 
happy Debtors have always been deemed the proper 


objects of public compaſſion,” and by ſeveral Acts of 
Parliament have, been diſcharged: For the relief, 


therefore, of inſolvent Priſoners, who ſhall faithfully 


diſcover, upon oath, and deliver up and aſſign all 
their effects and eſtates whatſoever for the benefit of 


their Creditors, and to prevent, as far as poſſible, the 


many frauds and abuſes which in a great meaſure have 
obſtructed the good ends of ſuch acts; Be it enacted, 
That all and every Sheriff or Sheriffs, Gaoler, or 
keeper of any priſon or priſons in any county, and 
within this kingdom, reſpectively, ſhall, and is, or 
are hereby impowered and required to make a true 
and Re alphabetical liſt of Priſoners in cuſtody 
for Debt on iſt Jan. 1755, with the time when 
charged, and at whoſe ſuit; to be delivered into 
Quarter- ſeſſions, on oath. 


I Geo. III. Cap. 17. 1760. Eo 
- WHEREAS many perſons, by loſſes and other 
misfortunes, are rendered incapable of paying their 
whole debts; and, though they are willing to make 
the utmoſt ſatisfattion they can, and many of them 
are able to ſerve his Majeſty by ſea or land, yet are 
detained in priſon by their Creditors, or have been 
forced to go into foreign parts out of this realm: 


And whereas ſuch unhappy Debtors have always, been 
+ C deemed 
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| E 1 
deemed the proper objects of public compaſſion, and 
by ſeveral acts of Parliament have been diſcharged on 
the conditions in ſuch acts mentioned: For the re- 
lief, therefore, of infolvent Priſoners and Fugitives, 
who ſhall comply with the terms contained in the 
act to be reſpectively obſerved by them, and faith- 


fully diſcover, upon oath, and deliver up and aſſign 


all their effects and eſtates whatſoever, for the benefit 
of their Creditors ; and to prevent, as far as poſſible, 
the many frauds and abuſes which in a great meaſure 
have obſtructed the good ends of ſuch acts; Be it 
enacted, That, from and after the paſſing this act, 
every Gaoler, &c. ſhall make out an . liſt 
of all Priſoners in cuſtody for Debt on the 25th of 


October, 1560, or ſince then, with the time when 


charged, and at whoſe ſuit. The Warden of the 
Fleet, and Marſhal of the King's-Bench Priſon, to 
take the following oath on delivering in their liſts. 
---Other Gaolers to take the following oath on de- 
livering in their liſts. -The oaths to be adminiſtered 


by the Juſtices in Court, and entered and ſubſcribed 


at the bottom of each liſt.---Liſt to be kept by the 
Clerk of the Peace.---Copies of the liſt to be delivered 
in, to be fixed up in the priſons, and on the gates 
thereof, Perſons inſerted in the lift, being Priſoners 
without a fraudulent intention, on the 25th of Octo- 
ber, 1760, conforming to the regulations of this act, 
ſhall be diſcharged, Priſoners in cuſtody at the time 
of paſſing this act, who were arreſted for Debt on or 
before the 25th of October, 1760, and held to bail, and 
ſurrendered themſelves on or before the 28th of No- 
vember, r76s, on conforming to the regulations of this 
act, ſhall be diſcharged. Juſtices, on petition of the Pri- 
foner, and his delivering a Schedule of his eſtate, are 
to iſſue their warrant for bringing Priſoner to Quar- 
ter-Seſſions, &c. with the warrant of detainer, and 
copy of the writ, &c. Gaoler to obey ſuch warrant. 
Schedule of the Priſoner's eſtate to be tranſmitted » 
: 9 8 | the 
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the Clerk of the Peace, for inſpection of Creditors. 
Priſoners, intending to petition for their diſcharge, 
are to give previous notice thereof thrice in the Ga- 
zette, and other news-papers. Contents of the no- 
tice. Two-pence each time, and no more, to be paid 
for inſerting ſuch notices. Firſt notice to be inſerted 
thirty days, and the laſt ten days before the Quarter- 
Seſſions. On Priſoner being brought into Court, due 
publication of the notices required being proved, &c. is 
to deliver in a Schedule of his eſtate, debts, and cre- 
ditors. Priſoner's oath on delivering in the faid 
Schedule. Schedule and oath to be ſubſcribed in the 
Court, and lodged with the Clerk of the Peace for 
the examination of the Creditors. Court, if required 
by the Creditor, may adminiſter an oath to the 
Gaoler, or any other perſon, touching any of the mat- 
ters preſcribed to be ſworn to. The Prifoner's oath 
not being diſproved, the Court is to diſcharge bim, 
upon paying a fee of one ſhilling to the Gaoler. 
Gaoler indemnified for the efcape. Eſtate and ef- 
fects of the Priſoner, upon his diſcharge, to veſt in 
the Clerk of the Peace, who is to make over the ſame 
to the Aſſignees named by the Court; for which he 
is to be paid 2s. and no more. Aſſignees impowered 
to ſue, and execute any truſt or power, in the Pri- 
ſoner's behalf, and give diſcharges. They are to 
get in, with all ſpeed, the eſtate and effects of the 
Priſoner ; and make ſale, within two months, of Pri- 
ſoner's real eſtate, in manner agreed upon at a meet- 
ing of the Creditors, ſummoned for that purpoſe, and 
make a dividend within three months, firſt making 
up their accounts, and verifying the ſame upon oath, 
Thirty days notice to be given of making any divi- 
dend; and none to receive any ſhare thereof, but ſuch 
as ſhall prove their debts. Debts entitled to be exa- 
mined into and determined by the Court. Surplus 
of the Priſoner's eſtate, after ſatisfying all claims 
thereon, to go to the Priſoner, No Suit in Equity 

108 2 to 
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to be commenced, but by conſent of the majority in 
value of the Creditors. Clerk of the Peace to ex- 
hibit to the Creditor, or his Attorney, upon payment 
of one ſhilling, the Schedule of the Priſoner's eſtate 
and effects. Atteſted copy thereof to be granted, 
which ſhall be evidence in all Courts. Clerk of the 
Peacs refuſing to produce ſuch Schedule, or to deliver 
A copy thereof, or taking exorbitant fees for the ſame, 
forfeits 10]. and treble coſts; one moiety to the pro- 
ſecutor, the other to the poor of the pariſh. Aſſig- 
nees of copyhold and cuſtomary eſtates, to compound 
with the Lord of the Manor, and to be admitted te- 


nants thereupon. The Priſoner's right and intereſt 
only to be affected by this act. Effects on the pre- 
miſſes, where rent is due, are to be transferred to the 


Landlord, not made over to the Aſſignees, unleſs they 
ſhall agree to ſatisfy the Landlord. Act Sth Ann. 
All mortgages, ſtatutes, recognizances, and judg- 
ments, are to take place preferable to claims of an in- 
ferior nature. Power in the Priſoner of leaſing lands, 
&c. to veſt in the Aſſignees. The acting Gaoler at 


the time of delivering in the liſts only liable to be 


ſworn. Court, if required by a Creditor oppoſing 
the Priſoner's diſcharge, is to adminiſter the following 
oath to the Gaoler. If ſuch perſon ſhall not have 
been the Gaoler on the 25th of October, 1760, then 
the following oath is to be adminiſtered to him. V. 
the oath. Court, if required by a Creditor, may ſum- 
mon the perſon who acted as Gaoler on the 25th of 
October, 1760, or ſince, and examine him touching 
the commitment and continuance in cuſtody of the 


Priſoner. Gaoler diſobeying the warrant, or order of 
Court, forfeits Iool. with treble coſts. Debtors who 


were beyond the ſeas on the 25th of October, 1760, 
ſurrendering themſelves, may take the benefit of this 
act upon the ſame terms as other Priſoners, excepting 
ſuch particulars wherein the caſes of both differ. Fu- 
| 5 | gitives 
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gitives oath, Gaoler, and Printer of the Gazette 
or other news-papers, not complying with the re- 
gulations in this act, forfeit 100l. to the Priſoners, 
with treble coſts of ſuit. Gaoler, convicted of per- 
jury, forfeits q ool. with full coſts of ſuit ; one moiety 
to go to the informer, and the other towards ſatisfying ' 
the debts. of the Creditors. Clerk of the Peace re- 
fuſing the Priſoner a Copy of his Diſcharge, or taking 
exorbitant fees for the ſame, or for aſſigning over the 
Priſoner's eſtate and effects, forfeits 201. to the Pri- 


ſoner. Priſoner convicted of perjury, to ſuffer as © 


felon. Perſons diſcharged by this act not liable to 
arreſt for debts, &c. contracted before the 25th of 
October, 1760. Juſtices, Sheriffs, and Gaolers, may 
plead this act to any action of eſcape, or fuit brought 
againſt them, and recover treble cofts. Perſons diſ- 
charged may plead generally, &c. to all actions or 
judgments. brought againſt them before the 25th of 
October, 1760, &c. and in other ſuits may plead in 
diſcharge of their perſons from execution. Plaintiff 
may reply generally, &c.; but, if non-ſuited, is to 
pay treble coſts. Bankrupts, not obtaining their cer- 


tificates in due time, excluded from the benefit of © 


this act. Attornies, embezzling, &c. clients money 


or effects, excluded the benefit of this act. Gaoler 


to permit the ſpeaking in private to Priſoners whoſe 
names are inſerted in the liſt, or Gazette, and the 
examining the original books of entries, on penalty 
of 40l. with coſts of ſuit. Priſoner's future eſtates 
and effects, notwithſtanding his perſonal diſcharge, 
liable to Creditors; wearing-apparel, bedding, and 
working tools, &c. not exceeding 10l. value, ex- 
cepted. Creditor may ſue for the recovery of Debt due 
at the time of Priſoner's diſcharge, but not hold the 
Priſoner to ſpecial bail, nor take his perſon, wearing- 
apparel, bedding, or tools, in judgment; and no ad- 
vantage is to be taken of the cauſe of action not ac- 

cruing 


(I 
cruing within three years, nor of the ſtatute of limi- 
tation, unleſs cauſe of action did not accrue within 
three years next before Priſoner's diſcharge. Diſ- 
charge of Priſoner no acquittal to the co-partner or 
ſureties, Gaoler making falſe entries in the priſon- 


books or liſts, forfeits 5ool. with treble coſts, over 


and above all other penalties for ſuch fraud. Pri- 
Toner refuſing to declare the abode, &c. of the per- 
fon at whoſe fuit he is detained, or to come to 
the Creditor in the lodge, is excluded the benefit of 
this act. 
+ Juſtices for the county of York and Lincoln to 
meet at the county gaols for the diſcharge of Pri- 
ſoners. fr | 

Thoſe who are Priſoners for fees, &c. to be diſ- 
charged. | | 
Debtors to the Crown, and who owe above 1000], 
to one perſon, unleſs the Creditors conſent, are ex- 
cluded the benefit of the act. | 

Creditors oppoſing Prifoner's diſcharge, to allow 
him 3s. 6d. per week ;—on non-payment, Priſoner to 


be diſcharged.---Diſcharges to be obtained by 31ſt 


March, 1763. OE 

Perſons ſeized of eſtate tail, claiming the benefit of 
this act, are to deliver up the ſame to the Creditors, 

Aſſignees may apply for further examination of 
Priſoner touching the diſcovery of his effects, &c. 
and Juſtices may ſend for and examine the Priſoner 
accordingly. 

Priſoner refuſing to appear, or to anſwer upon oath, 
may be committed. | 
20]. per cent. allowed on diſcovering, within twelve 


months, any part of the Priſoner's eſtate not men- 


tioned in the Schedule. 
Diſcharge obtained fraudulently, void. 
Creditor may compel any Priſoner charged in exe- 
cution to appear at the Quarter. ſeſſions with the copy 
| 0¹ 
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of his detainer, and deliver in a Schedule of his 


eſtate. Repealed by 2d Geo. III. I. 2. 

Priſoner ſubſcribing the Schedule, and making a 
diſcovery of his eſtate, is to be diſcharged. _ 

On his refuſing ſo to do, or concealing to the 
amount of 20l. &c. he is to ſuffer as a felon. 

Where priſoner is to be compelled, notice is to be 
given in the Gazette, &c. that other Creditors may 
come in. | | 

After Aſſignees ſhall be choſen, the eſtate and effects 


of the Priſoner are to be ſold with all ſpeed, and diſ- 


tribution made among the Creditors. 

Diſputes touching any debt to be determined by 
the Court, and ſurplus monies to be paid over to the 
Priſoner, Oath to be made by Priſoner compelled. to 
deliver up his eſtate and effects. | £ 

He is liable alſo to undergo further examination 
for diſcovery of his effects on the application of the 
Aſſignees, and may, on refuſal, be committed, . 

Perſons concealing any eſtate or effects of Pri- 
oo forfeit 1001, and double value, with treble 
Colts. | 

Aſſignees, with conſent of the majority in value of 
the Creditors, may compound for debts due to the 


. Priſoner's eſtate, and may ſubmit any diſpute relating 


thereto to arbitration ; otherwiſe may ſettle and agree 
the ſame as they ſhall think fit. 
Aſſignees may be petitioned againſt for inſufficiency, 
fraud, miſmanagement, or other miſbehaviour. 
The Court thereupon is to ſummon the parties, 
and make ſuch orders therein as they ſhall think fit. 
Where mutual credit has been given, the balance 
to be ſtated and allowed. | Ws 
Thoſe who are priſoners upon proceſs out of Courts 
of Conſcience, to have the benefit of this act. 


Quakers affirmation to be taken in lieu of an 
oath. 


Perſons 
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28th Geo. II. excluded. | 

Mariners, and thoſe who have been in the ſea and 

land ſervice, are, upon their diſcharge, if under 50 

years of age, and approved of, to ſerve ee the 

preſent war; and if they deſert, &c. they are liable 

to arreſt and impriſonment at ſuit of their Creditors, 
This act not to extend to Scotland. 


XII. 


2 Geo. III. Chap. 2. 1761. 


WHEREAS an Act of Parliament was made and 
paſſed in the firſt year of his preſent Majeſty's reign, 
entitled an Act for the Relief of Inſolvent Debtors : 
And whereas, by the ſaid act, any Creditor of any Pri- 
ſoner committed, or who ſhould be committed and 
cllarged in execution, is impowered to compel ſuch 
Priſoner to deliver up his eſtate and effects, in order 
to his being diſcharged in ſuch manner as by the 
ſaid act is directed: And whereas great inconvenien- 
cies have ariſen from ſuch power being given to Cre- 
ditors as aforeſaid : May it therefore pleaſe your Ma- 


jeſty that it may be enacted, and be it enacted, That, 


from and after the 13th of November, 1761, ſo much 
as relates to Creditors compelling Priſoners charged in 
execution to deliver up their eſtates, and to ſuch Pri- 
ſoners being diſcharged, ſhall be, and the ſame is, 


| hereby repealed to all intents and purpoſes what- 


ſoever. ; 
Provided always, and be it enacted by the autho- 


rity aforeſaid, That this act ſhall not extend, or be 
conſtrued to extend, to pardon, indemnify, or diſ- 
charge any Perſon who hath incurred any penalty or 
5 ET | forfeiture 


Perſons who took the benefit of the act of the 
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forfeiture by committing any offence -apainſt the (aid 
act, made and paſſed in the iſt year of his preſent 
Majeſty's reign, but that every ſuch affender ſhall 
be liable to the forfeitures and penalties incurred, or 
before the ſaid 19th of Neue, 
curred, under the ſaid act made and paſſed in the 
ſaid 1ſt year of his preſent Majeſty's reign; a8 if the 
faid act had not been repeated, and had ctintinued in 
full force. | | 


XIII. 


WIEREAs many perſons by loſſes and other mis- 
fortunes are rendered incapable of paying their whole 
debts 3 and though they are willing to make the wt 
moſt ſatisfaQtion they can, and many of them are able 
to ſerve his Majeſty by ſea or land, yet are detained 
in priſon by their Creditors, or have been forced to 
go into foreign parts out of this realm: And whereas 
ſuch unhappy Debtors have always been deemed the 
proper objects of public compaſſion ; and by ſeveral 
acts of parliament have been diſcharged on the con- 
ditions in ſuch acts mentioned: For the relief, there- 
fore, of Inſolvent Priſoners and Fugitives, who ſhall 
comply with the terms contained in this act to be 


reſpectively obſerved by them, and faithfully diſcover, | 


upon oath, and deliver up and aſſign, all their effects 
and-eftates whatſoever for the benefit of their Credi- 


tors, and to prevent, as far as poſſible, the many 


frauds and abuſes which in a great meaſure have ob- 
ſtructed the good ends of ſuch acts; Be it enacted, 
That, from and after the paſſing this act, all and every 
Gaoler, &c. ſhall make a true, exact, and perfect Lift 
of the name or names of the Priſoners (alphabetical- 
ly) in his cuſtody for debt on 29th September, 1768, 
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or ſince then, with the time when charged, ard at 


whoſe ſuit. The ſame to be delivered in to the Quar- 


ter-ſeſſions. The Warden of the Fleet, and Mar- 
thal of the King's Bench Priſon, to take an oath on 
delivering in their lifts, Other Gaolers the other 
Oath in the act ſpecified on delivering their liſts, to 
be adminiſtered by the Juſtices in court, and en- 
tered and ſubſcribed at the bottom of each Liſt. Liſt 
to be kept by the Clerk of the Peace. Copies of the 
Liſts to be delivered in to be fixed up in the priſon, 


and on the gates thereof. Perſons inſerted in the 


Lifts, being Priſoners, without a fraudulent intention, 
on 29th September, 1768, conforming to the act, to 


be diſcharged. Priſoners in cuſtody at the time of 


— 


paſſing the Act, who were arreſted for Debt on or 
before 29th September, 1768, and held to bail, and 
ſurrendered themſelves on or before 28th of Novem- 
ber, 1763, on conforming to this Act ſhall be diſ- 
charged. Juſtices, on petition of the Priſoner, and 
his delivering a Schedule of his eſtate, are to iſſue 
their warrant for bringing the Priſoner to the Quar- 
ter- ſeſſions, with the warrant of detainer, and copy 
of the writ. Gaoler, &c. to obey ſuch warrant. 
Schedule of the Priſoner's eſtate to be tranſmitted to 
the Clerk of the Peace for inſpection of the Credi- 
tors. Priſoners, intending to petition for their diſ- 
charge, are to give previous notice thereof thrice in 
the Gazette, and other news-papers. Contents of 
the notice. 2d. each time, and no more, to be paid 
for inſerting ſuch notices. Firſt notice to be inſerted 
20 days, and the laſt 10 days before the Quarter- 


ſeſſions. Priſoner being brought into court, due pub- 
lication of the notices required being proved, is to 


deliver in a Schedule of his eſtate, debts, and Credi- 


tors. Priſoner's oath on delivering in the Schedule. 


Schedule and oath to be ſubſcribed in the court, and 
lodged with the Clerk of the Peace for the examina- 
10 


( 19:3 

tion of the Creditors, Court, if required by the 
Creditor, may adminiſter an oath to the Gaoler, cr 
any other perſon, touching any of the matters pre- 
ſcribed to be ſworn to. The Priſoner's oath not be- 
ing diſproved, the Court to diſcharge him upon pay- 
ing a fee of one ſhilling to the Gaoler. Gaoler 
indemnified for the eſcape. Eſtate and effects of 
Priſoner, upon his diſcharge, to veſt in the Clerk of 
the Peace, who is to make over the ſame to the Aſ- 
Iignees named by the Court, for which he is to be 
paid two ſhillings, and no more. Aſſignees impower- 
ed to ſue and execute any truſt or power in the Pri- 
ſoner's behalf, and give diſcharges. They are to get 
in, with all ſpeed, the eſtate and effects of the Pri- 
ſoner, and make ſale of Priſoner's real eſtate within 
two months, in manner agreed upon at a meeting of 
the Creditors ſummoned for that purpoſe, and make 
a dividend within 3 months, firſt making up their ac- 
counts, and verifying the ſame upon cath. 30 Days 
notice to be given of making any dividend, and none 
to receive any ſhare thereof but ſuch as ſhall prove 
their debts. Debts entercd to be examined into, and 
actermined by the Court. Surplus of Priſoner's eſtate, 
after ſatisfying all claims therein, to go to the Priſoner, 
No ſuit in equity to be commenced but by conſent of 
the majority in value of the Creditors, Clerk of the 
Peace to exhibit to the Creditor, or his Attorney, 

upon payment of one ſhilling, the ſchedule of the 

Priſoner's eſtate and effects. Atteſted copy thereof 
to be granted, which ſhall be evidence in all Courts. 

Clerk of the Peace refuſing to produce ſuch ſchedule, 

or to deliver a copy thereof, or taking exorbitant fees 

for the ſame, forfeits 101. and treble coſts ; one moiety 

to the proſecutor, and the other to the poor of the 
pariſh. Aſſignees of copyhold and cuſtomary eſtates 

to compound with the Lord of the Manor, and to be 

admitted tenants thereupon, The Priſoner's right 
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1 
and intereſt only to be affected by this act. Effects 


on the premiſſes, where rent 1s due, are to be tranſ- 


ferred to the Landlord, and not made over to Aſſig- 
nees, unleſs they ſhall agree to ſatisfy the Landlord, 
Act 8 Anne. All mortgages, ſtatutes, recognizances, 
and judgments, are' to take place preferable to claims 
of an inferior nature. Power in the Priſoner of 
leaſing lands, &c. to veſt in the Aſſignees. The 
acting Gaoler at the time of delivering the liſts only 
to be ſworn. Court, if required by a Creditor op- 
poſing the Priſoner's diſcharge, is to adminiſter the 
following oath to the Gaoler. If ſuch perſon ſhall 
not have been the Gaoler on the 29th of September, 


1768, then the following oath is to be adminiſtered 


to him. Court, if required by a Creditor, may ſum- 


mon the perſon who acted as Gaoler on the 29th of 


September, 1768, or ſince, and examine him touching 
the commitment and continuance in cuſtody of the 
Priſoner. Gaoler diſobeying the warrant, or order of 
the Court, forfeits 100l. with treble coſts. Debtorg 
who were beyond the ſeas on the 29th of „ pans. 


1768, may ſurrender themſelves, and take the benefi 


of this act upon the ſame terms as other priſoners, 


_ excepting ſuch particulars wherein the caſes of both 


differ. Fugitive's oath. Gaoler, and Printer of the 
Gazette or other news-papers, not complying with 
the act, forfeit 100]. to the Priſoners, with treble 
coſts of ſuit. Gaoler convicted of perjury, forfeits 
$ool. with full coſts of ſuit : one moiety to the in- 
ſormer, the other towards ſatisfying the debts of Cre. 
ditors. Clerk of the Peace reſuſing Priſoner a copy 
of his diſcharge, or taking exorbitant fees for the 
ſame, or for aſſigning over the Priſoner's eſtate and 
effects, forfeits 20]. to the Priſoner. Priſoner con- 
victed of perjury, to ſuffer as a felon. Perſons diſ- 
charged by this act, not liable to arreſt for debts con- 
tracted before the 29th of September, 1768. Aeg 

| | hers; 
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Sheriffs, and Gaolers, may plead this act to any 
action of eſcape, or ſuit brought againſt them, and 
recover treble coſts. Perſons diſcharged may plead 
generally to all actions or judgments brought againſt 
them before the 29th of September, 1768; and in 
other ſuits may plead in diſcharge of their perfons 
from execution, Plaintiff may reply generally, &c, 
but if non-ſuited, is to pay treble coſts, Bankrupts, 
not obtaining their certificates in due time, excluded 
from the benefit of this act. Attornies embezzling, 
&c. Client's money or effects, excluded the benefit 
of this act. Gaoler to permit the ſpeaking in pri- 
vate to Priſoners whoſe names are inſerted in the 
Lifts, or Gazette, &c. and examining the original 
Books of Entries, &c. on penalty of gol. with coſts 
of ſuit. Priſoner's future eſtate and effects, notwith- 
ſtanding his perſonal diſcharge, liable to Creditors ; 
wearing-apparel, bedding, and working tools, not 
exceeding 10l. value; excepted. Creditors may ſue 
for the recovery of debt due at the time of the Pri- 
ſoner's diſcharge, but not hold the Priſoner to ſpecial 
bail, nor take his perſon, wearing-apparel, bedding, 
or tools, in judgment: and no advantage is to be 
taken of the cauſe of action not accruing within three 
you nor of the ſtatute of limitation, Exception, 
iſcharge of Priſoner no acquittal to the Co-partner 
or Sureties. Gaoler, making falſe entries in the Pri- 
ſon Book or Liſts, forfeits 5o0l. with treble coſts, 
over and above all other penalties for ſuch fraud, 
Priſoner refuſing to declare the abode, &c. of the per- 
ſon at whole ſuit he is detained, or to come to the 
Creditor in the Lodge, is excluded the benefit of this 
at. Juſtices for the counties of York and Lincoln 
to meet at the county gaols, &c. for diſcharge of Pri- 
ſoners. Thoſe who are Priſoners for their fees, or 
other demands of the Gaoler or Officer, to be diſ- 
charged. Debtors to the Crown, and priſoners who 
owe 


| 
| 
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ewe above 1000]. to one perſon, unleſs the Creditort 
conſent, are excluded the benefit of this act. Cre= 
ditors oppoſing Prifoners diſcharge, to allow him 3s. 


6d. per week. On non-payment, Priſoner to be 


diſcharged. Diſcharges to be obtained by the iſt of 
Auguſt, 1771. Perſons ſeized of an eſtate tail, 
claiming the benefit of this act, are to deliver up the 
ſame to the Creditors. Aſſignees may apply for fur- 
ther examination of priſoner, touching the diſcovery 


of his effects, &c.; and Juſtices may ſend for and 


examine the Priſoner accordingly. Priſoner refuſing 
to appear and anſwer upon oath may be committed, 
Twenty per cent. allowed on diſcovering, within 
twelve months, any part of the Priſoner's eſtate, not 

returned in the Schedule, Diſcharge obtained frau- 
dulently, void. Perſons concealing any eſtate or ef- 
feats of Priſoner, forfeit 1c0l. and double value, with 
treble coſts of ſuit. Aſſignees, with conſent of the 
majority in value of the Creditors, may compound 
for debts due to the Priſoner's eſtate, and may ſubmit 
any diſpute relating thereto to arbitration, or other- 
wiſe may ſettle and agree the ſame, as they ſhall 
think fit. Aſſignees may be petitioned again{t for 
inſufficiency, fraud, miſmanagement, or other miſbe- 


haviour. The Court thereupon is to ſummon the 


parties, and make ſuch orders therein- as they ſhall 
think fit. Where mutual credit has been given, the 
balance to be ſtated and allowed. Priſoners, for not 
paying money awarded under ſubmiſſions to arbitra- 


tion, for not paying coſts, and upon writ of Excom- 


municato Capiendo, &c. are intitled to the benefit of 
this act; as alſo thoſe who are Priſoners upon Pro- 
ceſs out of Courts of Conſcience, Quaker's affir- 
mation to be taken in lieu of an oath. Perſons who 
took the benefit of the act of 5 Geo. III. c. 41, ex- 
cluded.--This act not to extend to Scotland. 
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XIV. 
12 Geo. III. Cap. 23. 1772. 


An Act for the Relief of Inſolvent Debtors. 


THE benefits of this act extended to thoſe that 
were in priſon, &c. to the firſt of January, 1772. The 
terms of it nearly the ſame as the laſt act. 


XV. 
18 Geo, III. Cap. 52. 1778. 


WHEREAS many perſons, by loſſes and other 
misfortunes, are rendered incapable of paying their 
whole Debts ; and, though they are willing to make 
the utmoſt ſatisfaction they can, and many of them 
are able to ſerve his Majeſty by ſea or land, yet are 
they detained in priſon by their Creditors, or have been 
forced to go into foreign parts out of this realm : 
And whereas ſuch unhappy Debtors have always been 
deemed the proper objects of public compaſſion, and 
by ſeveral acts of Parliament have been diſcharged on 
the conditions in ſuch acts mentioned: For the re- 
lief, therefore, of inſolvent Priſoners and Fugitives, 
who ſhall comply with the terms contained in this 
act to be reſpectively obſerved by them, and faith= 
fully diſcover, upon oath, and deliver up and aflign, 
all their effects and eſtates whatſoever, for the benefit 
of their Creditors ; and to prevent, as far as poſſible, 
the many frauds and abuſes which in a great meaſure 
have obſtructed the good ends of ſuch acts; Be it 
enacted by the King's Moſt Excellent Majeſty, by 
and with the advice and conſent of the Lords Spiri- 
tual and Temporal, &c. That, from and after the 
pailing of this act, all and every Gaoler, &c. ſhall 
make out an alphabetical Liſt of Priſoners in cuſtody 
for Debt on the 28th of January, 1778, or ſince that 
date, with the time when charged, and at whoſe os 
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Lifts to be delivered to the Quarter-Seſſions.---War. 
den of the Fleet, &c. to take an oath on delivering 
in Liſts.--- Vide the Oath.---And all other Gaolers, on 
delivering in their Lifts, to take the following oath. 


---Oaths to be adminiftered by the Juſtices in Court, 


and entered and ſubſcribed at the bottom of the Lifts, 
---Lift to be kept by the Clerk of the Peace.---Three 
copies of Liſts to be fixed up in each priſon.--- Per- 
fons inſerted in the Lifts, being Priſoners without a 
fraudulent intention, on the 28th of January, 1778, 
and conforming to this act, ſhall be diſcharged. Per- 
fons arreſted for Debt, and held to bail, on or before 
January 1oth, 1778, ſurrendering themſelves on or 


before February 12, 1778, and conforming to this 


act, ſhall be diſcharged. Juftices, on petition of 
any Priſoner, and his delivering a Schedule of his 
eſtate, may iſſue a warrant for bringing him to the 
Quarter-Seſſions, &c. with the warrant of his detainer. 
Schedule of the Priſoner's eſtate to be tranſmitted to 
the Clerk of the Peace, for inſpection of Creditors. 
Any Juſtice omitting; for ten days to tranſmit a copy 
of the Schedule to the Clerk of the Peace, ſhall forfeit 
10l. Prifoners, intending to petition for their diſ- 


charge, are to give previous notice thrice in the Ga- 


zette. Contents of the notice, Two-pence to be 


paid each time for inſerting notices. When notices 


to be inferted, Printer of Gazette to keep alphabetical 
Liſt, &c. Every Debtor to deliver a Schedule of his 
eltate to the Gaoler, and to declare the ſame in his 
firſt notice, &c. on neglect thereof to be remanded 
back to priſon. Gaoler to atteſt the Priſoner's ſigna- 
ture to his ſchedule, and give him a duplicate thereof; 
and alſo to give a copy to any Creditor who requeſts 
it. Gaoler, &c. on neglect, to forteit 20l. Form of 
Priſoner's notice. Notice to be ſigned by the Pri- 
foner, &c. Priſoner, being brought into Court, and 


publication of notices proved, &c, to deliver in a 
Schedule 


„ eas. La. and. 5 
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Schedule of his eſtate, debts, &c, Priſoner's oath 
on delivering in the Schedule. Schedul> and oath 
to be ſubſcribed in the Court, and lodges 1th the 
Clerk of the Peace for the examination of \rediors, 
Court, at the requeſt of a Creditor, may cxanine 
Gaoler, &c. on oath. The Priſoner's oath not being 
diſproved, the Court is to diſcharge im, on his pay= 
ing a fee of one ſhilling to the Gaoler, who {hall 
be indemnified for the eſcape, Eitate and effects of 
the Priſoner, upon his diſcharge, to be velted in the 
Clerk of the Peace, who is to make over the fame to 
the Aſſignees named by the Court, for which he ſhall 
be paid 2s. Aſſignees impowered to fue, or execute 
any truſt or power, for the Priſoner. Aſſignees to get 
in the effects of the Priſoner, and ſell the fame; and 
to ſell, within two months, the Priſoner's real eſtate, 
and make a dividend within three months, firſt mak- 
ing up their accounts, and verifying them on oath, 
Thirty days notice to be given of making a dividend ; 
and none to receive any ſhare till they have proved 
their debts. Debts claimed, to be examined into and 
determined by the Court. Surplus of the Priſoner's 
eſtate to be paid to him, &c. Creditors not to ſuffer 
from any omiffion in the Schedule of Prifoner's eſtate. 
Proviſo. On death or removal of any Clerk of the Peace, 
&c. Priſoner's eſtates to become veſted in their ſuc- 
ceſſors. No Suit in Equity to be commenced, but by 
conſent of the majority in value of the Creditors, 
Clerk of the Peace to exhibit to the Creditor, or his 
Attorney, upon payment of One dhilling, the Schedule 
of any Priſoner's eſtate. Atteſted copy thereof to be 
deemed legal evidence. Clerk of the Peace refuſing 
to produce ſuch Schedule, or to deliver a copy there- 
of, &c. ſhall forfeit ol. and treble coſts ; one moiety 
to the proſecutor, and the other to the peor of the 
pariſh, Aſſignees of copyhold or cuſtomary eſtates, 
to compound with the Lord of the Manor, and to be 
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admitted tenants thereupon. The Priſoner's right 
and intereſt, &c. only to be affected by this act. All 
mortgages, &c. to take place preferable to claims of an 
inferior nature. Powers in Priſoners of leaſing lands, 
&c. veſted in Aſſignees. The acting Gaoler at the 
time of delivering the liſts only liable to be ſworn. 
Court, on requiſition of a Creditor, to adminiſter an 
oath to the Gaoler. The Oath. If ſuch perſon ſhall 
not have been Gaoler on January 28, 1778, then he 
mall take the following oath. Court, at the requeſt 
of a Creditor, may ſummon the perſon who acted 2s 
Gaoler on January 28, 1778, or fince, and examine him 
on oath, &c. Sheriff, or Gaoler, diſobeying order of 
Court, to forfeit fool. with treble coſts. Debtors who 
were beyond the ſeas on January 28, 1778, ſurren- 
dering .theraſelves, may take the benefit of this act 
upon the ſame terms as other Priſoners, except in 
certain particulars. Fugitives oath. Fugitives ar- 
reſted, intending to ſurrender, intitled to the benefit 
of this act. Any Commmiſſion or Warrant-Officer, 
who ſhall ſurrender h:mſelf, as is herein directed for 
Fugitive Debtors, before June 26, 1778, ſhall be in- 
titled to the benefit of this a&.---Perſons beyond the 
ſeas, on account of Annuities granted before Jan. 28, 
1778, who ſhall ſurrender themſelves as Fugitive Deb- 
rors, Nc. {hall be intitled to the benefit of this act. Ex- 
eption. Future eſtates of ſuch Debtors to be liable to 
payment of annuities. Gaoler, or Printer of the Ga- 
zette, &c. not complying with the regulations of this 
act, to forfeit 100). for each offence, with treble coſts. 
Gaoler convicted of perjury to forfeit 5ool, with full 
coſts, &. Application of the penalty. Clerk of the 
Peace refuſing a Priſoner a copy of his diſcharge, or 
taking exorbitant fees, ſhall forfeit 201. to the Pri- 
foner. Priſoner, &c. convicted of perjury, to be 
deemed guilty of felony, Perſons diſcharged by the 
act, not liable to impriſonment for debts, &c. con- 


cr acted 


(3 3 
trated before January 28, 1778. But no Priſoner 
to be diſcharged of debts ſubſequent thereto. Juſ- 
tices, &c. may plead this act to any action brought 
_ againſt them, and recover treble coſts. Perſons diſ- 
charged may plead generally, &c. to all actions or 
judgments brought againſt them before Jan. 28, 
1778, &c. and in other ſuits may plead in diſcharge 
of their perſons from execution, Plaintiff may re- 
ply generally, &c. but if non-ſuited to pay treble 
coſts. Attornies or ſervants embezzling money, &c. 
excluded the benefit of this act. Perſons who by 
falſe pretences have obtained money, goods, &c. ex- 
cluded the benefit of this act. Any perſon having 
ſold or aſſigned any part of his eſtate or effects, after 
being in cuſtody, with deſign to defraud his Creditors, 
{hall loſe the benefit of this act. Gaoler to permit 
the ſpeaking in private to Priſoners whoſe names are 
inſerted in the Liſt, or Gazette, &c. and the examin- 
ing original books of entries, &c. on penalty of 4ol. 
with cofts of ſuit. Priſoner's future eſtates, or money 
in the Funds, notwithſtanding their perſonal diſ- 
charge, liable to Creditors; who may ſue out exe- 
cution, but not againſt their perſon, or perſonal ef- 
feats, &c. Creditors may ſue for the recovery of 
debts due at the time of Prifoner's diſcharge, but 
not hold the Priſoner to ſpectal bail, nor take his per- 
ſon, &c. by any judgment recovered againſt him. 
No advantage to be taken of the cauſe of action not 
accruing within three years, &c. Exception. Dif- 
charge of Priſoner no acquittal to his partner or 
ſureties. Gaoler making falſe entries in priſon- book 
or liſt, to forfeit 500l. with treble coſts. Priſoner 
refuſing to declare the abode, &c. of the Perſon 
at whoſe ſuit he is detained, &c. to be excluded tne 
benefit of this act. Juſtices may aſſemble at or near 
any county gaol, and hold a ſeſſion there for diſ- 
charge of Priſoners. The Juſtices for the diſtrict of 
| + 2 Holland, 
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| Holland, in Lincolnſhire, may adjourn to the county 


gaol, &c. for diſcharging Priſoners. Juſtices for the 
county of Surry may aſſemble at the town-hall of 
Southwark tor adminiſtering oaths, &c. . Juſtices of 
London, Middleſex, and Surry, to aſſemble at their 
reſpective courts for adminiſtering oaths, & c. and to 
give 3o days notice of ſitting to diſcharge Priſoners. 
Priſon-rs who are kept in cuſtody for payment of 
fees, &:. to be diſcharged. This act not to extend 


to Debtors to the Crown; nor to Priſoners who owe 
more than 10001. to one perſon, unleſs ſuch Credi- 


tor conſent. Exception. Creditors oppoſing Pri- 
ſoner's diſcharge, to allow him 3s. 6d. per week; and 
on non-payment for two weeks, Priſoner to be diſ- 
charged, Determination of Juſtices to be final with 
reſpect to the retention of any Priſoner; unleſs the 
Pritoner get rid of the objections for which they re- 
fuſed his diſcharge. Juſtices, on proof by two wit- 
neſſes of objections being removed, &c. may diſcharge 


| ſuch Priſoner. Creditor intending to oppoſe the diſ- 
charge of a Priſoner, to give him four days notice 


thereof, or pay the expences of his application, &c. 
No Fugitive to obtain a diſcharge after Oct. 1, 1780. 
Perſons ſeized of an eſtate tail, claiming the bene- 
fit of this act, are to deliver up the ſame to Credi- 
tors. Aſfignecs may apply for further examination of 
Priſoners touching the diſcovery of their effects; and 
Juſtices may ſend for and examine them accordingly. 
Perſons refuiing to appear to anſwer on oath, may 
be committed. 201. per Cent. allowed for diſcover- 
ing, within twelve months, any part of a Priſoner's 
eſtate not compriſed in his Schedule. Diſcharge ob- 


tained fraudulently to be void, Perſons concealing 


any eſtate or effects of Priſoner forteit 1001. and dou- 
ble value, with treble cots of ſuit. Aſſignees, with 
conſent of the majority in value of the Creditors, 


may compound for debts due to the Priſoner's eſtate, 
Ee and 


(293 
and may ſubmit any diſpute relating thereto to arbi- 
tration. If Afignees die before the effects of the 
Priſoner are got in, and their heirs, &c. refuſe to act, 
other Aſſignees to be appointed, and Creditors to ob- 
tain a new aſſignment from the Clerk of the Peace, 
which the Juſtices are to direct. Clerk of the Peace 
to obey the Order as if no Aſſignment had been made. 
Aſſignees complained againſt for inſufficiency, fraud, 
miſmanagement, or other miſbehaviour, the Court 
thereupon is to ſummon the parties, and make ſuch 
orders therein as they ſhall think fit. Where mutual 
credit has been given, the balance to be ſtated and 
allowed. Perſons committed for not paying money 
awarded under ſubmiſſions to arbitrations, and for not 
paying coſts, &c. are entitled to the benefit of this 


act. Priſoners upon proceſs out of Courts of Con- 


ſcience, to have the benefit of this act. Quakers 
affirmation to be taken in lieu of an oath. Perſons 
who have taken the benefit of any Inſolvent Act 
within ten years, excluded from this act. Excep- 
tion. Priſoners who have taken ſuch benefit, and 
ſhall apply for diſcharge under this act, to produce 
to the Court a Certificate ſigned by a proper officer, 
ſetting forth that they are inliſted to ſerve his Majeſty, 
&c. This act not to extend to Scotland. Clauſe of 
relief for Bankrupts, who have not obtained certifi- 
cates and diſcharges of their debts. Clauſe with reſ- 
pect to Bankrupts who have conformed themſelves to 
the Bankrupt laws. Lord Chancellor, &c. empower- 
ed to allow ſuch Bankrupts Certificates, although not 
ſigned by four-fifths of their Creditors. No perſon 
to receive any benefit by this act, who ſhall, by falſe 
pretences, have obtained money, goods, bonds, &c. 
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